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RISING SEAS: A SYLLABUS
Nikolas Kosmatopoulos

Μodule 1 Alien Seas 
Explorations into Otherness Out There 

Foucault, Michel, and Jay Miskowiec (1986) "Of other spaces." diacritics 16.1 pp. 22-27 

Helmreich, S. 2009. Alien Ocean: Anthropological Voyages in Microbial Seas. Berkeley: 

University of California Press.  

Chambers, Iain (2010) Maritime Criticism and Lessons from the Sea. Insights 3(9). 

http://www.dur.ac.uk/ias/insights/volume3/article9/  

Philip E. Steinberg (2013) Of other seas: metaphors and materialities in maritime regions. 

Atlantic Studies, 10:2; pp.156-169 

Schmitt C (1997) Land and Sea. Washington, DC: Plutarch Press. 

http://www.dur.ac.uk/ias/insights/volume3/article9/
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Module 2 Modern Argonauts 
Indigenous Spaces of Exchange and Gift Giving 

 

Malinowski, Bronislaw. Argonauts of the Western Pacific: An Account of Native 

Enterprise and Adventure in the Archipelagoes of Melanesian New Guinea. (1922). 

republished 1984 by Waveland Press. 

 

Mauss, Marcel. The gift: The form and reason for exchange in archaic societies. 

Routledge, 2002. 

 

 

 

Module 3 Maritime Nation Builders  
Merchant Capitalism and the Making of Modern Greece & Lebanon 

 

Issawi, Charles. "British Trade and the Rise of Beirut, 1830–1860." International Journal 

of Middle East Studies 8.1 (1977): 91-101. 

 

Harlaftis, Gelina, and Sophia Laiou. "Ottoman state policy in Mediterranean Trade and 

Shipping, c. 1780-c. 1820: The Rise of the Greek-Owned Ottoman Merchant 

Fleet." Networks of Power in Modern Greece. New York: Hurst (2008): 1-31. 

 

Greene, Molly. Catholic Pirates and Greek Merchants: A Maritime History of the Early 

Modern Mediterranean. Princeton University Press, 2010. 

 

Cartier, Carolyn. "Cosmopolitics and the maritime world city." Geographical Review 

89.2 (1999): 278-289. 

 
 

Module 4 Whose Seas?   
Piracy, Solidarity, Sovereignty 

 

Bey H (1985) Pirate Utopias: The Temporary Autonomous Zone. New York: 

Autonomedia.  

 

Campling, Liam, and Alejandro Colás. "Capitalism and the sea: Sovereignty, territory 

and appropriation in the global ocean." Environment and Planning D: Society and Space 

(2017): 1-19 

 

Dawdy, Shannon Lee, and Joe Bonni. "Towards a general theory of piracy." 

Anthropological Quarterly 85.3 (2012): 673-699 

 

Dent, Alexander Sebastian. "Introduction: understanding the war on piracy, or why we 

need more anthropology of pirates." Anthropological Quarterly 85.3 (2012): 659-672. 
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Pezzani L and Heller C (2014) Liquid traces: Investigating the deaths of migrants at the 

EU’s maritime frontier. In Franke A and Weizman E (eds) Forensis: An Architecture of 

Public Truth, Forensic Architecture. Berlin: Sternberg Press, pp.657–684. 

 
 
 

Module 5   Longshore / Offshore / Subterranean 
Labor, Extractionism and Climate Change at Sea 

 

Appel, Hannah. "Offshore work: Oil, modularity, and the how of capitalism in Equatorial 

Guinea." American Ethnologist 39.4 (2012): 692-709. 

 

Appel, Hannah, Arthur Mason, and Michael Watts, eds. Subterranean estates: Life 

worlds of oil and gas. Cornell University Press, 2015. 

 

Cole P (1989) An irresistible force: Longshore unions and the fight for freedom and 

justice in Palestine.  Briarpatch. Available at 

https://briarpatchmagazine.com/articles/view/an-irresistible-force.  

 

Cole P (2015) ‘An injury to one is an injury to all’ ILWU local 10 and the fight against 

apartheid. Journal of Civil and Human Rights 1(2): 158–181.  

 

Helmreich, S. 2011. ‘Nature/Culture/Seawater’, American Anthropologist 113(1): 132–

44.  

 

 
 
 

 


