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Course Description 

This crash course introduces students to the basic debates surrounding the seas from a 

historical point of view. It encapsulates three approaches: 1) histories of capitalism 

and histories of science and technology studies, 2) the colonial encounter in the 

Mediterranean and 3) how space has come to shift and change as a result of man’s 

endeavour to tame the Seas in the anthropomorphic age. It surveys the major claims 

and originary tales that the conquerors of the seas have produced about themselves. 

Doing so allows for the problematization of the promise of Utopia at sea as an area 

free and accessible to all. It inverts this picture by looking at the Dystopian history of 

the seas as a space that was controlled by European colonialism and capitalism 

through colonial mercantile corporations. In so doing it also broaches socio-cultural 

histories of the seas that include the depiction and production of the ‘Other’ as a 

‘pirate’, ‘barbar’ or ‘corsair’ that was to be chased in order to protect this ‘Utopia’.  

Lastly, it reflects on the meaning of a Utopia of the Seas by considering the present 

predicament that capitalism in the 20th century has produced in reordering space and 

the life of communities of fishermen and sailors in the face of containerization. It 

concludes by raising questions about the viability of a communitarian future centered 

around the seas away from corporations, imperialism and capitalism. 

Module I: Originary Tales of the Sea: Utopias 

Morriss, Roger. 2011. The foundations of British maritime ascendancy: resources, 

logistics and the State, 1755-1815. Cambridge [England]: Cambridge University 

Press. 

Rodger, N. A.M. 2011. "From the ‘military revolution’ to the ‘fiscal-naval state’". 

Journal for Maritime Research. 13 (2): 119-128. 

Linebaugh, Peter, and Marcus Rediker. 2013. The many-headed hydra: sailors, 

slaves, commoners, and the hidden history of the revolutionary Atlantic. Boston: 

Beacon Press 

Braudel, Fernand. 1982. Civilization and capitalism, 15th-18th century. New York: 

Harper and Row. 

Law, Alex. 2005. "Of navies and navels: Britain as a mental island". Geografiska 

Annaler. Series B, Human Geography. 87: 267-278.  

Colley, Linda. 2010. Captives: Britain, Empire and the world, 1600-1850. London: 

Vintage Press. 
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Thucydides. 2007. The History of the Peloponnesian War. Gardners Books. 

Module II Materializing Utopia: From Land to Sea 

Huber, Valeska. 2015. Channelling mobilities: migration and globalisation in the 

Suez Canal region and beyond, 1869-1914. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

Parker, Matthew. 2009. Panama fever: the epic story of the building of the Panama 

Canal. New York: Anchor Books. 

Kimche, David. 1972. "The opening of the red sea to European ships in the late 

eighteenth century". Middle Eastern Studies. 8 (1): 63-71. 

Ingram, Edward. 1978. "From trade to empire in the near East – I: the end of the 

spectre of the overland trade, 1775–1801". Middle Eastern Studies. 14 (1): 3-21. 

Module III: Rethinking Originary Tales 

Bernal, Martin. 1999. Black Athena 1, 1. New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers Univ. Pr. 

Brummett, Palmira. 2001. "The Ottomans as a World Power: What we don't know 

About Ottoman Sea-Power". Oriente Moderno. (1): 21. 

Hamdani, Abbas. 1981. "Ottoman response to the discovery of America and the new 

route to India". Journal of the American Oriental Society. -. 1013:. 

Mathew, Johan. 2016. Margins of the market: trafficking and capitalism across the 

Arabian Sea. Oakland, California: University of California Press. 

Farber, Hannah. 2014. "Millions for Credit: Peace with Algiers and the Establishment 

of America's Commercial Reputation Overseas, 1795-96". Journal of the Early 

Republic. 34 (2): 187-217. 

Odegard E. 2014. "The Sixth Admiralty: The Dutch East India Company and the 

military revolution at sea, c. 1639-1667". International Journal of Maritime History. 

26 (4): 669-684. 

Bishara, Fahad Ahmad. 2017. A sea of debt: law and economic life in the western 

Indian Ocean, 1780-1950. Cambrdige: Cambridge University Press. 

Module IV: Encountering Dystopias 

Adler, Anthony. 2014. "The ship as laboratory: making space for field science at sea". 

Journal of the History of Biology. 47 (3): 333-362. 

Levinson, Marc. 2016. The box: how the shipping container made the world smaller 

and the world economy bigger. Princeton: Princeton University Press. 

Law, John. 1984. "On the Methods of Long-Distance Control: Vessels, Navigation 

and the Portuguese Route to India". The Sociological Review. 32 (1_suppl): 234-263. 
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Latour, Bruno. 1999. “The Force and Reason of Experiment,” in Homer Le Grand 

(ed), Experimental Inquiries, Historical, Philosophical and Social Studies of 

Experimentation in Science, Kluwer Academic Publishers, Dordrecht, pp.48-79, 1990. 

Panzac, Daniel. 2005. Barbary Corsairs: the end of a legend, 1800-1820. Leiden: 

Brill. 

Khuri-Makdisi, Ilham. 2013. Eastern Mediterranean and the making of global 

radicalism, 1860-1914. 

Module V: Confronting Dystopias Today 

Kosmatopoulos, Nikolas. 2019. "On the shores of politics: Sea, solidarity and the 

Ships to Gaza". Environment and Planning D: Society and Space, pp. 1-18. 

Ball, John. 1933. "The Qattara Depression of the Libyan Desert and the Possibility of 

Its Utilization for Power-Production". The Geographical Journal. 82 (4): 289-314. 

Malm, A. 2014. "Tahrir Submerged? Five Theses on Revolution in the Era of Climate 

Change". Capitalsim Nature Socialism. 25 (3): 28-44. 

Barkawi, Tarak, and Mark Laffey. 2006. "The postcolonial moment in security 

studies". Review of International Studies. 32 (2): 329-352. 

Christensen, Peter. 2012. "Dam Nation: Imaging and Imagining the 'Middle East' in 

Herman Sörgel’s Atlantropa". International Journal of Islamic Architecture. 1 (2): 

325-346. 

Cathcart, Richard Brook. 1995. "Mitigative Anthropogeomorphology: a revived 

‘plan’ for the Mediterranean Sea Basin and the Sahara". Terra Nova. 7 (6): 636-640. 

Khalili, L. (2016). “The politics of pleasure: Promenading on the Corniche and 

beachgoing.” Environment and Planning D: Society and Space, 34(4), 583–600 

Levinson, Marc. 2016. The box: how the shipping container made the world smaller 

and the world economy bigger. Princeton: Princeton University Press. 

Disco, C. (2002). Remaking "Nature": The Ecological Turn in Dutch Water 

Management. Science, Technology, & Human Values, 27(2), 206-235. 

Agius, Dionisius A. 2019. The life of the red sea dhow: a cultural history of seaborne 

exploration in the Islamic world. London: I.B Tauris. 

 

 


